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S-3543.1

SENATE BI LL 6477

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Roach, Benson, Stevens, Benton, Johnson, Esser and
Honeyf ord

Read first time 01/12/2006. Referred to Committee on Governnent
Operations & El ections.

AN  ACT Rel ati ng to vol unt eer amat eur radi o ener gency
communi cations; creating a new section; and maeki ng an appropriation.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The preparedness of our energency systens in
advance of the need to deploy themis crucial to our capabilities as a
state to assune a heightened awareness of potential threats and to
respond to actual attack or natural disaster. Wil e the Washi ngton
state enmergency managenent council is performng a strategic assessnent
of the ability of local and tribal energency managenent organi zations
to effectively provide for all phases of conprehensive energency
managenent, the |egislature acknow edges that the interface between the
governnmental sector and the private sector is essential to a prepared
citizenry. On the front line of this interface, especially in tines of
energency, are the amateur (ham radio operators in our state.

To further the public purpose of encouraging the expansion of the
ham radi o network, a work group shall be convened. The work group
shall consist of six nmenbers, appointed as follows: Three nenbers of
the public representing the hamradi o community, two appoi nted by the
chair of the senate commttee on governnment operations and el ections
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and one appointed by the ranking mnority nenber thereof; and three
menbers appoi nted by the adjutant general to include one representative
of the interests of urban planning, one representative of the interests
of rural planning, and one representative of the state energency
managenent depart nment.

The work group shall submt a witten report to the governor and to
the appropriate standing commttees of the |egislature by Decenber 1,
2006. The report shall include, but not be limted to, recommendati ons
for regulating ham radio antenna heights in wurban areas; for a
credential to indicate that the person holding it is a trained and
qualified energency worker within the context of chapter 38.52 RCW and
for encouraging the expansion of the hamradio network so that ideally
there are no inhabited areas of the state w thout conmunication |inks
for use in energencies.

Subj ect to available funds, the work group shall be staffed by the
mlitary departnent.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The sumof five hundred dollars, or as nuch
t hereof as nmay be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 2007, fromthe general fund to the mlitary departnent for the
pur poses of reinbursing the expenses of participating in and attending
nmeetings of the work group that are incurred by the private citizens
serving as representatives of the hamradi o conmunity, to whom no ot her
conpensation i s provided.

~-- END ---
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